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When IT became the
community’s saviour

How Microsoft's Project
Siksha helped a stranded
community struck by the
tsunami survive the
crisis.

VANI DORAISAMY

his is the story of how con-

nectivity became a god-

send, literally, for a

marooned community of
islanders when ¢ataclysm visited
the Andaman and Nicobar islands
last year in the form of the killer
tsunami.

Had it not been for Microsoft’s
Project Siksha that was in operation
at the Navodaya Village, 170 km
north of Port Blair in the Middle
Andaman islands, the small com-
munity would have perhaps been
completely wiped out.

“Ours was the only school which
worked all through the tsunami.
‘When all telephone lines collapsed,
rehef officials made use of our ex-

/e V-SAT, e-mail and confer-

facilities to communicate
wfth the outside world. Villagers
made use of our infrastructure to
stay connected,” says V. Raghaven-
dra Rao, postgraduate teacher in
biology at Navodaya Vidyalaya, who
runs Project Siksha. Mr. Rao won
this year’s Innovative Teacher
Leadership Awards given out by Mi-
crosoft Corporation India.

Under Project Siksha, Microsoft .

delivers software solutions, com-
prehensive training and curriculum
leadership to students and teachers.
With a US $20 million investment,
Project Siksha aims to reach out to
3.5 million students and 80,000
school teachers across government
schools in the country by 2007.

Project Siksha was launched by
Microsoft chairman Bill Gates dur-
ing his India visit in November
2002.

At the Navodaya Vidayalaya, Pro-
ject Siksha involved developing MS
Office packages for academic, ad-
ministrative and community levels.

TACKLING TRAUMA: In times of disaster, technology can be a
crucial tool for survival. PHOTO: PARTH SANYAL

A unique feature is a silicon graphi-
cs mediated ‘dry’ lab for teaching
biology. “The school has shown
great results. As we are in one of the
remotest locations for any Indian
school, networking has become all
the more important. Our curricu-
Jum is constantly upgraded to in-
clude self-learning, e-learning and

multimedia learning modules, en-

abling us to keep apace with devel-
opments in the rest of the world,”
says Mr. Rao. Apart from Andaman

and Nicobar, Project Siksha is al-
ready on at schools in Uttaranchal,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Punjab, Karnataka, West Bengal
and Maharashtra.

A tie-up with the Navodaya Vi-
dyalaya Samiti (which comes under
the Union Ministry of Human Re-
sources Development) has led to
training centres in Rajasthan, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnata-
ka, Goa, Assam and the Minicoy
Islands, Lakshadweep.
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The first step in DNA replication is the formation of the replication fork. The
- enzyme gyrase induces supercoiling to unwind the double helix. Following
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PODCAST
100 MBPS-V-SAT INTERNET FACILITY
TO ALL COMPUTERS

Lysosomes- Suicide Bags
Raghavendra Rao's Podcast
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The need for ICT competent teachers

stems from the need for ICT competent students

and for ICT-rich learning environments that
enhance students’ learning
across the curriculum
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“The foeus on one classroom's use of technology

- “{ hae improved my understanding of has transformed not only that classroom
the compuer and finding out how o work new pmgrams but had a flow on effect to the rest of the school
Ravi B.. X = Droega Bluvani, X1 Class 4
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