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VWhen the trees today have grown rmuch
taller than thhose who planted thhem

by Dr: Dipendra Kumar Mazumder

Sensiti Ng broadcasters about conservation of
our environment, through appropriate training,
has become a miust today. The broadcasters,
inNn turn, can then offer development support
communication from their broadcasting
organisations, to motivate their listening public
to achieve results.

An illustration of this is thhe Green Broadcast of
All India Radio’s Dibrugarh Station, situated in
the far eastern corner of the state of Assam, in
India.

The listeners have been so motivated to plant
trees in their neighbourhood by the Green
Broadcast, which had been sustained with a
miissionary zeal by the broadcasters of that
station, that today there are 20,000 more trees
growing in the listening range of that radio
station.

Broadcasters of any radio station can embark
upon a similar endeavour from say, the World
Environment Day and continue for a month,
wherein interactive programmes to educate the
listening public on thhe iMmportance of conserving
our fragile environment can be vigorously
pursued, through different programming formats.

The broadcast must be so designed that the
listeners are inspired to do their homework
about how best to plant trees, and the
listeners’™ efforts must be acknowledged in the
Green Broadcast, say by incorporating OB
Programmes in which the listeners who did the
planting can be brought live into thhe programme
from the plantation. The plantations can also
be visited by the officials of the radio station.
The Fan Club of the radio station can then take
care to see that the listeners have actually been
Nnurturing their plantation, well beyond their
infancy, even after the Green Broadcast has
finished its lifetime on air.

Since the time these broadcasts began, the
trees in this area have now grown taller than the
people who planted them. Radio Broadcasting
can be very effective in making the only
hospitable planet in our solar systernm a greener
one, which has become a dire necessity today.

Dr: Mazumder is a Faculty NMember with National
Academy of Broadcasting and NMultimedia,
Prasar Bharati, India
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