
Gamification &
 Game-Based Learning in 

Education
Dr. Natasha Maria Gomes

Goa University

TPCI  July 2026 



NEP 2020
Experiential, holistic, integrated, inquiry-driven, discovery-oriented, 
learner-centred, discussion-based, flexible, Enjoyable

• 4.21: Language teaching enhanced through gamification & 
apps

• 4.25: Mathematics and computational thinking through puzzles 
& games

• 24.4 (d): Digital repository Learning Games, Simulations, 
AR/VR

Why this matters, policy-wise?
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Gamification vs 

Game-Based 
Learning
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create engaging 

learning 
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across subjects
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Adding game elements to non-game activity. 

Gamification

Points Badges  
Certificates

Levels RewardsStreakLeaderboard
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• Homework 
• Worksheet 
• Activity
• Reading Program
• Attendance
• ...

Gamification in class
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Clear 
goal

Game-Based Learning (GBL)
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The learning activity itself IS an actual game

Challenge-feed
back loop

Rules Story/ 
Context

Player 
choice

Progression



Strengths 

Gamification
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• Boosts engagement for 
routine/repetitive tasks

• Builds habits: attendance, 
practice, reading logs

• Low effort to set up
• Track ongoing progress

GBLvs.

• Deepens understanding 
through learning by doing

• Makes failure safe
• Builds problem-solving, 

teamwork, strategy
• Adjusts naturally to 

different paces



Types of GBL
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Role plays
Escape games

...

Interactives
Quiz, Puzzles
Simulations, 

AR/VR,
Serious games

...

Board game, 
Card game

...
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• Jaadui Pitara
• DIKSHA
• OER Commons
• ClixOER
• Sugarizer
• UNESCO MGIEP Games for learning
• Teachers pay teachers (Free resources also available)
• ...

Where to find games?
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Criteria for selection

Goal 
aligned

Age 
appropriate

Meaningful 
learning

Easy to 
Manage

Safe & 
Inclusive
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Reuse games
Adapt existing games
Contextualise games

Create games
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Adapt existing games
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Snakes & Ladders/ 
Game of Goose

UNO



Vocabulary 
Bingo/Tambola
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Vocabulary 
Taboo
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Contextualise

TPCI  July 2026 I Gomes

Adapt as per context
• Language 
• Level 
• Region



Create games
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• Puzzles (Crosswords, etc) 
• Quiz
• Cards 
• ...

• Online Generators
• Templates
• Tools

⚬ Google Forms
⚬ Slides
⚬ H5P - Lumi 
⚬ Twine 
⚬ ...

• Gen AI



Game On. 
Learning On.
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